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THOMAS BROWN F Glou- 


ceeſter, Ef; 


SIR, 


ES HEMN the Publication of what is 
9 contained in the following Sheets 
W was, at the Requeſt of many Per- 


A ſons, reſolved upon, it could be no 
. Difficulty to determine to what Pa- 


tron it was to. be Dedicated and Inſcribed. F 
That be any Mark of Reſpect and Honour, it cer- 


#ainly belongs to Jou. The generous Support and 
Encouragement Jou are pleaſed to give to the 
Miniſtry of that Perſon whoſe Ordination was 


the Occaſion of theſe Diſcourſes, and what You 


have done for the Good of that Congregation to 
which he miniſters, entitles Jou to it. Nor may 


we forget the Public Teſtimony Tou have lately 


given to the Principles of Nonconformity, by 


chooſing rather to part with the Dignity of being 4 
Magiſtrate of the City wherein Jou live, than 
with the Liberty of worſhipping GOD according 


S 2 e 
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Deere 
to Toar Conſcience. In which laſt ſignal Aft of 
Slincerity and Self-Denial, we muſt Record it to 

Tour Honour, that we could never diſcern that You 

have parted with Tour Moderation; but tho? You 
laid down Tour Office, Tou ſtill kept ap Tour Chari- 

ty, and are 4 Lover of Peace, and of good Men, 

whether they be Conformiſts or Diſſenters. This 

is a Temper truly Divine, and Tou are tos much 

confirmed in it to be in danger of being infected with 
that Party-Spirit which is ſo much in Faſhion. Sir, 
we have many other Things to add of this Rind, and 
which would not be improper on this Occaſion, were 
we not acquainted with the great Modeſty which e- 
| ereaſes the Luſtre of Tour other Vertuous Diſpoſotis 
| ons; and which, tho it ſtriftly forbids that 4 
thing but the Truth, yet will not permit that the 
whole Truth ſhould be ſaid concerning You. For 
this Reaſon we ſhall forbear Enlarging, where we 
might juſtly do ſo ; and ſhall only add, That we be 
ſeech the GOD of all Graces to bleſs and concur 
with the Truths we now preſent to Joa and the 
World, that they may promote the Glory of his 
Name, the Edification of his Church, the Uſeful- 

iſters, and the Salvation of many Souls, 


| meſs of Minift 


and that we are, 
STR, . 
Your moſt Humble Servants, 


Henry Chandler. 
Strickland Gough. 
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| EWF 
Holding faſt the faithful Word as he hath 
| been taught, that he may be able by 


ound Doctrine both to exhort and to 
convince the Gainſayers. * TR 


HE Apoſtle directs this Epiſtle to Titus 
as a Miniſter of the everlaſting Goſpel. 
5 And for that Reaſon he ſpends the 

greateſt Part of it in ſhewing him what 
he and all other Miniſters ought to 5 if they 
would be faithful to Gop, to their own Souls, 
and to the Souls of others. And indeed, as there 
is no Part of Scripture but deſerves our moſt ſeri- 
ous Conſideration, ſo this in particular, and the 
two pad oo iſtles to Timothy, deſerve to be 
read and ſtu 10 by every Gofß 1 Minifter as 


much as poſſible. And if we would thus ſeriouſly 


and impartially conſult it, we ſhould certainly 
find that it is a no leſs difficult and weighty, than 


honourable Work which we are employed about. 
In the ſixth and ſeventh Verſes of the Chapter 


where my Text is, the Apoſtle tells us, a B 
muſt be blameleſs, i. e. unſpotted in his Character 


and Converſation; not free from Infirmities, for 


that's impoſſible for any Man to be in this World, 


but one who cannot juſtly be accuſed of ſcanda- 
lous Sins commonly practiſed by him. He tells 
us, that he muſt be the Husband of one Wife, i. e. 


he muſt not be guilty of Poligamy, which was 


much more common in thoſe Times than now. 


A Having 
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Having faithful Children; not that it is in our Power 
to make all our Children truly religious, but 
we muſt endeavour by our Inſtructions, Prayers, 
and Examples to engage them to be ſo. Not 
ſelf-willed, i. e. not obſtinate in any Sin, nor ſo 
refractory in little Things, as not to be willing to 
condeſcend to others for their Edification. Not 
don angry; one who can govern his Paſſions ſo as 
to bear the Provocations which will be not ſeldom 
offered him from the World. Not given to Wine, 
ſo as to uſe it intemprately and exceſſively ; he 
may ule it, but muſt not be given to it. No 
Striker, i. e. not quarrelſome, ſo as in his Paſſion 
to miſchief thoſe that provoke him. - Not given to 
Filthy Lucre; he muſt abhor and avoid all that | 
Gain of the World which is unjuſt and diſhoneſt, } 
and he muſt fit looſe even to that which is 
lawful, becauſe in compariſon of ſpiritual Riches, 
it is filthy and abominable, In the 8th Verſe 
the Apoſtle goes on, and tells us poſitively 
what a Biſhop or Miniſter muſt be. He muſt 
be 4 Lover of Hoſpitality, i. e. one that is 
ready to entertain Strangers, and ſo charita-- 
ble as to relieve all the Children of Gop who 
are poor and neceſſitous, Strangers as well 
as others, according to his Abilities. He muſt be 
a Lover of Good Men ; Love to every good Man, 
let him be of his Party, of his Perſwaſion, in his 
Intereſt or not, muſt reign and govern in the Soul 
of a Goſpel Miniſter; he muſt love their Graces 
| tho? not their Corruptions. Again, he muſt be 
ſober; this ſeems to be oppoſed to Frothineſs and 
Vanity, and denotes that he muſt not only be free 
from Drunkenneſs, but from that fooliſh Jeſting 
which 1s not convenient ; ſo that he muſt be 
grave and ſeripus, having his Converſation ſea- 
ſoned with the Salt ofheavenly Wiſdom, to ren- 
der it both ſavory and uſeful. Further, he muſt. 
be juſt, not addicted to tricking, cheating and 
undermining, but upright in his Dealings with 
all the World. Once more, he muſt be holy, i. e. 
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| univerſal Holineſs muſt be the Ornament which hs 
muſt recommend his Preaching to them who hear 
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it; fo that a heavenly Mind, a Godlike Temper, 


a Soul that is above the. World, and reſembles 


the Heaven he preſſes others to ſeek after, muſt 
appear and ſhine in his own Life and Actions. 
And to ſhow that he is thus holy, he muſt be 
temperate, 1. e. moderate in the Uſe of every thing 
in this World, for this ſeems to be a larger Part 
of his Character than that which was before-men- 


: tioned, vix. that he muſt not be given to Wine, and 


ſignifies that he muſt be moderate in the Uſe of all 


lawful Enjoyments ; moderate in eating as well 


as drinking, moderate in his Apparel, and mo- 
derate in his Recreations. And then the Apoſtle 
adds in my Text, as to the inſtructive Part of the 
Character of this Man of God, viz. He muſt hold 


faſt the faithful Word as he hath been taught, that he 


may be able by ſound Dofrine both to exhort and to 


convince the Gainſayers, This is a comprehenſive | 
Deſcription, as we ſhall ſee by and by, and con- 
tains an Account of what a Biſhop or Paſtor muſt 


both preach and do, what he is to be both as to 
his Doctrine and Converſation. | 
Tu Words may be divided into Two general 


Parts, each of which I ſhall very briefly conſider, - 


and then conclude with ſome Application. 
_ Firſt, HERE is the Duty of a Miniſter of the 


he hath been taught. 


Goſpel expreſs d, To hold faſt the faithful Word as 


Secondly, HERE is the End for which he is 0 


diſcharge this Duty, or another Part of his Duty, 
which the former has a Tendency and Reſpect to, 


That he may be able, by ſound Doctrine, both to exhort 
and to convince the Gainſayers. N f 
_ Firſt, Hens is one great Duty of a Goſpel Mi- 
niſter declar'd, viz. To hold faſt the faithful Word 


as he hath been taught, And here you may take 
Notice of Four Things. - | 
1ſt, Taz Matter about which the Duty of a 
Chriſtian Miniſter or 9 converſant. * 
9 TY 7 WEEN, 2, 1al 
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Pfal. cxix. . called the Word; Wherewithal 
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ſaid to be the Word of God, the Goſpel of CHRIST, 
wherein Gop has made known his Mind to the 
World, that wherein he ſpeaks, and that loudly 

too, to Sinners to be converted and reconciled to 

him. Sometimes ChRITSTH himſelf is called the 

John i. 1. Word of Gor, In the Beginning was the Word, and 
the Wond was with God, and the Word was God. Some- 

times the Scripture or the Goſpel of Cazrsr is 

2 a young Man 

cleanſe hu Way ? By taking heed thereto according to 
thy Word. Now, *tis'this is to be the Matter we 
are to preach to the People ; *tis not to be the 
vain Philoſophy, not the particular Notions or 
Opinions, not the Plone ys Imaginations of 
Men; nay; we are not to preach any thing that 
only ſerves to advance a Party, or a worldly Inte- 
reſt, and to aggrandiſe or gratify our ſelves. We. 


2 Cor.iv.5. are not to preach our ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 


and our ſelves Mens Servants for Jeſus Sake. We are 
Iſa. viii. 20. to go to the Law and to the Teſtimony ; and if we 
85 ſpeak, not according to this Rule, it n becauſe there 2 
20 Light in us. A Goſpel Preacher ſhould not quote 
Plato, and Seneca, and Tully, more than ChRIST 
and his Apoſtles ; at leaſt he is never to prefer the 
Notions of the Former to the infallible 1 
the Latter. I deny not but the excellent Sayings 
of the Heathen Moraliſts may be of confiderble 
Uſe to preſs Men to Vertue and moral Duties, as 
they ſhow how very agreeable they are to the 
Light of Nature, and that natural Conſcience and 
meer Heathens will condemn thoſe pretended Chri- 
ſtians who neglect them. But we are not to poſt- 
pone the Truths delivered by ſuch as were inſpi- 
red by Gop to the Sayings of Men, who. had no- 
thing but the Igns fatuus of depraved Reaſon to 
direct them. On the gontrary, theſe are to be 
utterly de jected when they thwart and contradict 
the other. And the like may be ſaid of thoſe 
Traditions which are ſo much cried up by the Pa- 
piſts; they may be Helps, tho' often they are 
not ſo much as that, but they are neyer to be the 
Rule we are to preach by. Te oe 
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Secondly, Thx next thing we are to obſerve, is 
the Character of this blefled Word, which is to 
be the Rule of our Preaching, it is the faithful Word; 
and is it not a faithful Word, when it requires the 
2 Faithfulneſs in all that would be ſaved 
by it? For Sincerity is the very Term on which 
it offers Salvation to us, ſo that it is impoſſible 
we ſhould be ſaved without it: But it is the faith- 
ful Word, becauſe all the Promiſes it makes will 
certainly be accompliſhed ; they are all Yea and 
Amen in Chriſt Jeſus, not one Iota of them ſhall 
ever fail; they are the Promiſes of the faithful Gon 
who keeps Covenant and Mercy to Thouſands f them 
who love him; and they are the Promiſes of that 
bleſſed Ixsus who is the faithful and true Witneſs ; ſo 
that that Miniſter who preacheth the true Word 
of Gop may ſafely aſſure Sinners, that if they per- 
ſeveringly believe and obey the Goſpel, all its 
Promiſes, as to Paxdon, Grace and Glory, ſhall 
be made good to them. And this is a great En- 
couragement both to him that preaches, and to 
them who hear him; he offers nothing but what 
his Lord and Maſter will be ſure to ſtand to; he 
goes not by the Commiſſion of an unfaithful or 
cChangeable Creature, who may never fulfil one 

Syllable of what he promiſes in his Name. *Tis 
true, if we offer more than is in our Commiſſion, 
we may expect at laſt to be ſham'd and deſerted. 
But that Ambaſſador of CHRIST, who keeps to his 
Credentials, can't be forſaken in what he promi- 
ſes; he has divine Veracity and Unchangeable- 
neſs to ſecure him. In like Manner, as to the 
Threatnings he pronounces in the Name of 
CnRIST, and by his 8 he need not 
peeviſhly fret like Jonah, for fear he ſhould ap- 
pear to be a falſe Prophet: No, he may aſſure 
the Sinner, the Storm will fall terribly upon him 

in a little while; his Repentance will avert it, 
but nothing elſe can. But further, we may ob- 

| ſerve under this general Head, 3 
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Thirdly, Taz Act wherein the Duty of Mini- 
ſters as it refers to this faithful Word does conſiſt, 
wiz. They muſt hold it faſt; and they have Rea- 
ſon to do ſo, if it be the Word of God, and ſo 

faithful, that it ſhall infallibly be accompliſhed. 
| But how muſt they hold it faſt 2 I anſwer, They 

muuſt hold it faſt as to their own Belief of it. Mi- 

niſters are liable to Temptations of Unbelief 
as well as others, and the Devil does often ſtrive 
to ſhake their Faith, that by their Doubts others 
| may be diſcouraged ; but they in a peculiar Man- 
| ner ſhould reſiſt him ſtedfaſt in the Faith. The 
Faith of Peter, a bleſſed Apoſtle of our Loxp 
| | Inxsus, was greatly ſhaken ; but Carrsr prayed 
| for him that it might not fail, and by Virtue of 
| that Prayer he held it faſt, ſo as to ſtrengthen his 
„ Brethren. They muſt alſo hold it faſt in their 
| continued urging it upon their Hearers; they are 
to * Men to hold faſt the Word of CRRISsT, 
and they muſt do ſo in Seaſon and out of Seaſon. 
If Satan, by Enticements, or by Perſecutions, 
tempts them to drop preaching it, they muſt 
| not hearken to the Temptation, tho? it be never 
Z 3 Again, They muſt hold it faſt ſo as 
to defend it _— Oppoſers. In the latter Days, 
the Apoſtle tells us, ſome will depart from the Faith, 
i a giving heed to ſeducing Spirits, and to Doftrines of De- 
vt us, and there will ariſe Scoffers, walking after their 
5 own Leſts; and in every Age there are thoſe who 
$18 will be confronting and diſputing againſt the 
[ | Truths of ChRISr, nay, 8 all Religion whe- 
z ther natural or reveal'd ; therefore tis neceſſary a 


| | Minifter ſhould be able to defend them. And ſo 
Ch nx indeed the original Word fignifies (f) a Defender, 
| #4000, or one who does ſuſtain as well as embrace. We 
Fl | muſt maintain and bear up the Intereſt of Gov in 
| the World, whatever Hands are at work to pull 
| down and to deſtroy it; tho? all Hell be combi- 
| ned againſt theBeliefandObedience of the Goſpel, 
| > __- and tho all the Earth too ſhould forſake it, ſo 
Is muſt not we; but go on pleading and bearing our 
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Kingdoms! Again, they are to hold faſt the ©” 
Word in their Obedience to it, for they are to 
be Examples to others; and this the Apoſtle joins 
with their preaching the Word of Gop. But 2 Tit. i. 7. 
ſpeak thou the Things which become ſound Dofrine in 
all Things, ſhewing thy ſelf a Patern of good Works. 
"Tis the commanded Duty of every Chriſtian, and 
much more of every Miniſter, by well doing, to put 1 Pet. ii. 
to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. Alas! they 15. 
are obliged: often, like the Prophet, all the Day Rom. x. 2 f. 
long to F forth t heir Hands to a diſobedient and | 
ainfaying People; therefore they are to take all the 
Ways they can to convince them, not on] or 
their Preaching, but by their moſt cireumſpect 
bet nn | and Example; they muſt be Enfamples 
to the Flock, and ſhineas Lights in a dark World, 
that Men may ſee their good Works, and glorify 
their Mafter who is in Heaven. To conclude 
this firſt General, the laſt thing obſervable under 
it i | 4:49; By 
Fourthly, Taz Reaſon or Foundation of this 
Duty, imply'd in thoſe Words, 4s he has been 
taught: This faithful Word a true Miniſter is 
taught of Gop, and therefore he ought to keep 
and preſerve it. The original Words may de- 
note, (* That he ſhould hold it faſt in his Doctrine (*) * 
and Teaching, and that he ſhould not ceaſe to u 2dzxm 
inſtruct this People in it: Or elſe you may under- "TY 3027 
ſtand it thus, That faithful Word which will be 
available to teach Men the Things of their Peace 
and Happineſs, We are to hold faſt, not uſeleſs, but 
that profitable Knowledge which is truly inſtru- 
ctive to the Souls of our Hearers, and will direct 
them to their Duty, and in their Way to Heaven; 
and what is ſo inſtructive we have Reaſon to hold 
faſt. But you may alſo ſuppoſe very _ 
1 2 Wo | that 
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that the Apoſtle here limits in another reſpeR Py 
the Word which we are to preach to the World; 
it muſt be no other than that which we have been 


taught by Gop himſelf. As he is here giving Di- 


rections for the ordaining Elders at that time in 


the Apoſtolical Age, the Teaching he refers to 


| is that of the Apoſtles, or of Apoſtolical Men, 
but more eſpecially of the Spirit who directed 


them, and muſt indeed direct every Miniſter, if 
he would be taught the Truth as it is in Jzsvs. 

As this Direction may relate to Miniſters to the 
End of the World, the Teaching he would have 
them look after, is that of the written Word, in- 

dited by theſe Apoſtles, and of the Hor Grosr, 
who is the Spirit of a ſound Mind; weare never 
to preach any other Doctrine than what we are 
thus taught, unleſs we would be accurſed ; we are 
to preach the Things, not which the Wiſdom of Man, 
but which the, Holy Ghoſt teacheth; and what we are 
ſo taught, we may be ſure we are taught it of 
Gow 3 and then let Men and Devils be againſt it, 
we may, nay, we muſt go on declaring and pub- 


1 Cor. ix, liſhing it to the World; for Moe is unto us 7 we 
preach not ſuch a Goſpel. So that the ſhort of the 


Caſe is this, Miniſters muſt be taught of Gop, 
or elſe they can never teach Mankind as they 


ought to do. Gop teaches them partly by his 


Word without them, and 'partl his Spirit 
within them, enlightening their Underſtan ings 
with cceleſtial ſaving Truth, Doctrine, Know- 
ledge, exc, and ſetting all this home upon their 
Affections, ſo that it purifies their Hearts, and 


' thence iſſues forth into their Lives and Practices; 


and thus they have more than a meer Notion of 
the Truths they deliver from the Pulpit; they feel . 
em, and ha ve an experimental — re of 'em, 

which is as truly, if not as much needful to a 
ſucceſsful Minifter,, or at leaſt one who would be 

accepted of G, as any thing in the World can 
be. The Mimtiftrations of a Hypocrite no doubt 


gare valid as to others who are unacquainted 2 | 
. 10 
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his Unbelief and Hypocriſy; but I can't believe | 
Gon properly calls a Man to be a Miniſter when 1 
1 


he has never ſanctified him; no, he runs before 
he is ſent, and as he is likely to run his Flock in- 
to the Ditch, ſo without Repetiedtite he'll run 
himſelf into Hell: But on the other Hand, they 
whoſe very Souls are moulded into the Image of 
the heavenly Doctrine, they who are prepared 
both by the Notional and Ex — each- 
ings of Cazisr, they who — the true A- 
nointing of the Spirit, not infallibly to inſpire 
them, but to guide them into all neceſſary Truth, 
and incline their Hearts to love as well as believe 
it ; theſe are the Perſons whom Gon commiſ- 
ſions, and they may depend upon it, that their 
Way and their Call is clear, ſo that they may and 
ought to hold faſt the Word, and to go on ex- 
horting and convincing the Gainſayers. And 
this leads me to the other general Head I propo- 
ſed to ſpeak to, vix. EE DE 
Secondly, HxRE is the End for which a Mini- 
ſter is to diſcharge the Duty we have been de- 
ſcribing, or another Part of his Duty which the 
former has a Tendency or Reſpect to, viz. That 
he may be able by ſound Doftrine both to exhort and 
to convince the Gainſayers, He mult be furniſhed 
with ſound Doctrine, ſuch as is firm and true, þ 
and will bear the moſt impartial Enquiry, and | I 
the moſt diligent Search that can be made into | ! | 
it, ſuch as will ſtand any Trials. The Expreſſion 
is here altered, but is of the ſame Importance 
with that of the faithful Word in the former Part 
of my Text: Now this ſound Doctrine or faithful 
Word a Minifter muſt hold faſt both in his Be- 
lief and Practice for theſe two Ends and Purpoſes: 
1ſt, ThAr he may exhort. N h 
2dly, TaaT he may convince the Gainſayers. 
iſt, Tur he may exhort. This is one of the 
great Things the Minifters of the Goſpel are to 
be employ'd about; they are to give Attendance to 1 Tim. iv: 
Exhort ation: But how Ay exhort Sinners 74+ 
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to come into, or to continue in the Faith of the 
Son of Gop, if they themſelves are depart- 
ed from it? I might here enter into a large Field 
of Diſcourſe concerning the Method of Exhort- 
ing; but J am ſenſible n ſpeaking now before 
ſome who need not thoſe Informations. Give 
me Leave only to be your Rem-mbrancer, that 
we are to exhort both in publick and in private, 
and from Houſe to Houſe, when there 1s occa- 
fion ; we are todo it by explaining, and we are 
to do it by preſſing the Truths of Curisr 3 we 
are to ſpeak to the Minds and to the Hearts of 
Men; we are to ſuit our Exhortations to the va- 
rious Paſſions of thoſe who hear us, awakening 
their Fears, ſometimes as Sons of Thunder, 
and encouraging their Hopes, acting ſome- 
times as Sons of Conſolation. All this and 
more we are to do with all Long-ſuffering and 
Doctrine, and in the moſt plain unaffected man- 
ner we are capable of, mixing the Majeſty with 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel, ſo that all may 
underſtand, and yet none deſpiſe it. Now, it's 
| flatly neceſſary to theſe Things, that a Miniſter ( 
it ſhould both believe and —_ the Reljgion he 
| exhorts to. He muſt certainly hold faſt- the 
Word he was taught of Gop, or elſe hel ſeldom 
or never exhort at all ; his forſaking the 'Truths 
of CxRIsr will be apt to make him draw back 
from the Service of CHRIST; or if he does go on 
to exhort, he'll exhort People out of the Way of 
| God, exhort them into the ſame erroneous Paths 
= + he himſelf is ſeduced into. This will be the na- 
tural Effect of a Miniſter's not holding faſt the 
Word ; and the more dangerous the Errors are 
which he holds or praiſes, the more dangerous 
See Col. ii. will be his Exhortations. Let no Man beguile you 
17. of your Reward in a voluntary Humility, intruding in- 
to thoſe Things which he hath not ſeen, not holding the 
Head; he that does not hold faſt the Head will 
only deceive and beguile Souls to loſe their Re- 
| | __ ward for ever. In this Caſe the Eye is —_— | 
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blind and dark, and then hw great is that Dark- 


_ neſs.? Nay, how fatal muſt it be to the People, 
when che Blind leading the Blind, both muſt fall into 


the Ditch ? J will only add, the Word which we 


render to exhort ſignifies alſo to & comfort. Mini- . 
ſters are to comfort thoſe who are caſt down, and * 


many ſuch doubting and fearful Chriſtians they 


y will meet with almoſt every where; but how 


ſhall they comfort others and remove their 
Doubts, when they are full of Doubts, nay, of 
downright Unbelief themſelves 2 What Conſola- 
tions can they afford, whoſe Conſciences are 
either a ee 

ful habitual Sins? Beſides, all the Performances 
of ſuch wicked Miniſters muſt be ſo cold and life- 
leſs, that they cannot make any deep Impreſſions 


upon the Hearts of their Hearers; they can't ex- 


hort or effectually perſuade them; while they 


don't come from the Hearts of the Preachers, 
they'll only freeze upon their Lips. Above all, 
tis abſolutely neceſſary we mould hold faſt the 
Word, if ever we would come up to the Precept 
of exhorting in Seaſon and out of Sœaſn. Few Mi. 
niſters who live many Years eſcape Perſecution 3 


I don't mean ofily the Perſecution of the 1 | 


for that Gor knows we never —_ at leaſt in 
this Age; but I mean publick Perſecutions, oc- 


caſioned by Revolutions and a Change of Times. 


Now what ſhall the Man do when this Kind of 
Temptation happens to him, and he muſt run 
the Hazard of Life and Liberty? Why, if he has 


not faſt hold of the Word, he will deny Cunrsr 


before Men, and ſo at laſt be denied by him be- 
fore his Father which is in Heaven. en 
2dly, ThAr he may convince the Gainſayers. The 


- Employment of a Goſpel Biſhop or Paſtor is not 


or wounded. by their own wil- + 


only to exhort, but to rebuke with all Authority. Titus ing | 


| He is to turn Men from Darkneſs to marvelous 15. 


Light, and if any are ſtubborn, perverſe and ob- 


ſtinate in Sin, he is to endeavour to make em 
ſenſible of the Error of their Ways. If any are 
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not only ſeduced, but turned Oppoſers and Ene- 
mies to the Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſtiani- 

„he is to ſtand up in Defence of them. I con- 
feſs this Duty of Rebuking is a very tender Point, 
and ought to be managed with great Prudence 


and Caution. It is no ſmall Part of the Difficulty 


of this Office that we are to deal often with ſtub- 
born Offenders, and with Perſons of various Paſ- 
ſions as well as Intereſts; and to treat with them 
ſo as not to raiſe their Corruptions, but convince 
their Conſciences, requires almoſt Angelical in- 
Read of Human Wiſdom. Great Government of 
our own Tempers, great Knowledge of the World, 


and a good Infight into the various Ways of Ad- 


dreſs, are needful to perform this Duty in a tole- 
rable Manner; ſo that I had almoſt ask d, Who 1s 
ſufficient for this fingle Part of our Work, if there 
were no other? But our Inſufficiency is of Gop; 


and if we are taught by him, his Grace will be 


ſufficient for us. But how ſhall that Miniſter de- 
fend the Truths of the Goſpel, who does not be- 
lieve nor practiſe them? Who can expect him to 
convince the Wicked of their Sins, who is him- 
ſelf no leſs guilty than they ? With what Heart 
or with what Face can he pretend to reprove 
them? Or if he has the Preſumption to do ſo, will 
not Phyſician heal thy ſelf be retorted upon him, and 
paſs for a ſufficient Anſwer too ? I know ſuch Mi- 
niſters commonly reply, The People muſt do as they 
fay, and not as they do, mind their Doctrine, but not 
their Example; and this would be ſomething, did 
we not ſee that the World is conſtantly led by 
e more than by Rules and Precepts. 

readily. grant, and wiſh the People would 
more conſider it, a wicked Hearer will never be 
the leſs miſerable for living under a wicked Mi- 
niſter, or if it leſſens, it will not prevent his 


Damnation. Every Man muſt be judged by what 


he has done in the Body: But after all, there's 
no diſputing againſt Matter of Fact, and *tis cer- 
tain that Miniſters Lives are more inſtructing 


ES ns 


than their Preaching, and a greater Streſs is uni- 
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verſally laid upon them; ſo that he is never like- 


ly. to convince the Wicked of their Sins, who is 
as vile and wicked as themſelves. We may cer- 


tainly conclude then, that he who is not ſound 


both in his Faith and Practice can never diſcharge 


the main Buſineſs of a Miniſter as he ought to 


do. He who does not believe the Goſpel, will 
never ſtrive heartily to convince Men; and he 
who does not live up to it, never can ordinarily 
convince them. Men will not regard him, and 
Soy js not likely to ſucceed him. For this ought 


chiefly to be conſidered, tis the Spirit alone that 
can effectually convince. Paul may plant, and 
Apollos may water, but tis God muſt give the Ei- 
creaſe ; but what Hopes can a Miniffer have of 


_ the Spirit's Concurrence when he is in Jeſt in all 


that he delivers, when his whole Life demon- 


ſtrates that he does not believe one Word of what 
he ſays to his Congregation ? Tis true, the Spi- 
rit is not confined in his Operations, but blow 


in what Part of the Compaſs he pleaſes ; and ac- 
cordingly ſometimes bleſſes the Miniſtry of weak 
Men, and ſometimes of wicked Men to the Salva- 


tion of Souls; but this is perfectly arbitrary and 


very uncommon, and that which is not to be ex- 


pected; no Man can depend upon it, but rather the 
= contrary ; they who quench the * by 
their want of Faith and Holineſs, can't reaſonably 
ſuppoſe that he will ſucceed them, as if they 
were ſome of the beſt of Men, as indeed Mini- 
ſters ought to be; not like Jeroboam's Prieſts, ta- 
ken out of the Dregs of the People, but ſuch as 


for their Extraction, if poſſible, but eſpecially for 


their Knowledge and Goodneſs, are the Honour- 
able of the Earth. Then they may rebuke with 


Authority, their Words will carry Weight and 


Importance with them, and by the Help of Gon. 


who will then be moſt ready to help them, they 


may effectually convince the World of Sin, of 


Righteouſneſs and of Judgment, and of all thoſe 


THings which concern its Salvation. Tua 
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abs. 4. 


Tus I have confidered the two general Parts 
I have obſerved in the Words. What remains is 
only to make ſome brief Improvements of theſe 
Things, with which I ſhall conclude. 
Firſt then, Hencz I infer, that Prayer and 
Meditation are two moſt neceflary Duties in every 
one that will be and act as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. They are Duties which are neceſſary to 
every Chriſtian, and they are more eſpecially ne- 
ceſſary to every Miniſter; for without them he 
can never lay hold of the Word of Gor, nor can 
he hold it fait after he has done ſo. He muſt me- 
ditate and ſtudy the faithful Word, in order to 
underſtand it; and 'tis as needful that he ſhould 
pray often, and pray earneſtly too. for the Spirit 
to help him to underſtand it. And this may ſuf- 
fice for the chief Directions both of thoſe who 
are already in the ſacred Miniſtry, and to any o- 
thers who may be training up to it in Order to 
get this ſound Doctrine ſo as to be fit to exhort 
and to convince. Meditate and ſtudy the Word 
of Gor, not forgetting other Helps to the under- 
3 it, eſpecially the Languages, Hiſtory 
and Philoſophy, without which no Man can be a 
thorough Proficient in Theology: But be ſure to 
join Prayer with your Meditations, that you 
may engage the divine Spirit to teach you the 
wondrous Things of his holy Law. But then, 
Secondly, I infer alſo, that Miniſters have great 
Reaſon to look to their Hearts. Tis the Advice 
of the wiſe Man to all Perſons, Keep thy Heart. 
23. with all Diligence, for out of it are the Iſſues of Life 3 
but this is never more proper than when tis ap- 
Fa to the Miniſters of CHRIST. They are to 
e ſound in their Heads, but if their Hearts be 
bad, their Heads can never be clear ; holding Faith 
r Tim. 1. and a good Conſcience, which ſome having put away 
19. concerning Faith, have made Shipwreck, Nor is it 
leſs requiſite that we ſhould keep our Hearts with 
our utmoſt Diligence, in order to that good Con- 
verſation which muſt adorn our Doctrine, * we 
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deſire to do any real Service to Mens Souls, ſee- 
ing out of the Heart are the Iſſues of Life, and a cor- 
rupt Tree cannot bring forth good Fruit. 

Thirdly, Is it be the Duty of Miniſters to ex- 
hort their People, then it muſt be the People's 
Duty to attend to their Exhortations. 'They are 
to be conſtant. in hearing them, and they are to 
be ſerious in it too, not captious and cenſorious, 
but with Meekneſs receiving the ingrafted Word, 
as Learners who come to be taught the Things of 


their Peace, and to be perſuaded to the Practice of 


them. All this they muſt be, or elſe they fall un- 


der the Notion of Gainſayers; and beſides, our 


Office is perfectly in vain, it cannot attain its End, 
*tisan ulcleſs and an inſignificant Inſtitution. And 
they who think they are not obliged to hear and 
hearken too, do as it were reproach the Head of 
the Church with ſuch Words as theſe, viz. He 
has appointed a Set of Men to exhort us, but he 
might have ſav'd his Labour, for we'll chooſe 
whether we'll be exhorted or no, whether we'll 
pay any Regard to em or no; we find our ſelves 
ill at Liberty, and we will be ſure to take it to 
ſpurn and laugh at their Admonitions. How ſuch 
Language as this arraigns the Wiſdom of your 
Lord and ours, I need not ſay, *tis too plain to 
need a Comment; I wiſh I cou'd ſay it were not as 
2 that this is a Temper too prevailing in our 
ongregations. | 


Fourthly, IE what has been ſaid be true, then 


there is a Reſpect due to the Perſons of Miniſters 


for their Work Sake. You ſec they are employ'd, 


not about the 'Trifles of this World, not about 
vain and nice Speculations of no Uſe or Advan- 
tage to Mankind, but about the faithful Word 
of Gop, about Things which they have been 
taught of Gop; (and among the very Heathens 
they who had received any Meſſage from their 


Gods, were always treated with 3 and 


Veneration) they are e in preaching and 


propagating Doctrines which are not like m_— : 
*] o 
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of the Heathen Prieſts, that are many of em per- 
fectly ridiculous, but ſuch as are ſound and ſub- 
ſtantial, and qualified to perſuade Men, nay, able 
to fave their Souls. Surely ſuch an Order as this 
ought not to be treated as the mn all 
Things ; yet nothing is more common than to 
hear the utmoſt Contempt offered to the ſacred 
Miniſtry, and to thoſe — belong to it. This is 
the conſtant Subject of the Pamphlets and Con- 
* verſation, nay, of ſome of the moſt admired 
Piſcomſe Books * of the Age. It has been obſerved by f 
Th 0 ſome, that this is a Humour incident to the Eng- | 
Rights Sli aboye any Nation: Sure J am, it can ſcarce be 
the Ch. more incident to any Nation or any Age, than it 
Contempt is to this. I can't fo freely as I would on 
of the this Head, becauſe it looks ſo much like ſpeaking 
Clergy. for ourſelves ; but there are ſome Occaſions on 
which we may without Vanity magnify our Of- 
fice, eſpecially when *tis become the prevailing 
Humour of the Age to attack and undermine it; 


altho' even in that Caſe one would filently look 


2 on and bear with the Follies of Men, were it not a 
too evident that Religion it ſelf is hereby ſap'd Jy 
and deſtroy d, for that muſt certainly ſtand or fall 
with the edit and Authority of a Goſpel Mini- 
8 ſtry. I am not at all ſhy to confeſs that the Con- 


tempt of the Clergy is too much owing to the | 
open Debauchery of ſome, and to the Pride and 
Tricking, the Selfiſhneſs and Flattery of others. | 
But then methinks Mens Indignation ſhould fall | 
99 5 
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only on ſuch corrupted Miniſters, who 'tis freel 
confeſs'd deſerve it, not upon the Miniſtry it ſelf; - 
they ought to make a fair Diſtinction between 
thoſe who are a Scandal to their Office, and o- 
thers who are Faithful, Peaceable and Conſcien- 
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f tious. Yet how commonly theſe are aflaulted 
i with greater Fury than the former, is eaſy to be | 
[5 - obſerved. I would only ask the Perſons who J 
1 ttzhink to excuſe their Contempt of the Miniſtry f 
it ; by the groſs Corruptions of ſome Miniſters, -< 
Wöecher we are all a Scandal to our Profeſſion? g 
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Are we all proud, and covetous and immoral? 1 
would appeal from their ſleeping to their waking 
Conſciences, (for awake they muſt at à dying 
Hour) Whether there are not a conſiderable Num- 
ber both in and out of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
who both in their Preaching and Lives ſhew they 
are Workmen, who need not to be aſhamed ? 
And if there are, Why in the Name of Good- 
neſs is the whole Miniſtry of a Goſpel run down 
and deſpiſed? This may be any thing but Con- 
ſcience and Sincerity, which can never dictate 
Tach Partiality and Injuſtice. In ſhort; we are 
all but Men of like Paſſions with your ſelves, and 
*tis hard to have every little Frailty induftriouſly _ 
ſought out and expoſed, not only to the ruin f 
our Perſonal Reputation, but of that of the Mi- „ 
niſtry and Religion in general, and to the preju- | 
dice of your own Souls, which are like to receive 
little Lavaca e under thoſe Teachers you 
ſlight and deſpiſe. F 3 
Hfthly, War has been ſaid may inform us, „ 
that Goſpel Miniſters have a right to an honour- | MI 
able Maintenance and Subſiſtence. Here alſo | | 
pe may be thought to plead our own Cauſe; - 
but the ENT 1s plain, They who preach the.. 
Goſpel, muſt live by the Goſpel. And how indeed ? 
can the generality of them preach it, unleſs they 
live. by it ? You have heard what Furniture is 
needful to make a Perſon an able Miniſter of the 
New Teſtament ; he muſt be qualified by ſound 
Doctrine, and he muſt be conſtantly employ'd in 
exhorting and convincing 3 this can never be 
done as it ſhould be, without taking up all his 
Time and Thoughts, ſo that other Em . 
are inconſiſtent with the very End and Deſign of 
the Miniſtry, and are certainly unjuſtifiable, un- | 
leſs when we can't live tolerably by the Goſpel. | 
Beſides, a neceſſitous Miniftry is (as one * juſtly * Fuller's 
. obſerves) almoſt always the Forerunner of a Piſgal 
bankrupt Religion; ſo that if Miniſters could Sight of 
preach the Goſpel under ER the ag” Paleſtine; *"- - NR 
. 7s 3 5 SOME 0 
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= of all Things, yet that Circumſtance would croſs N 
the End of their Preaching, and render the Truths 


they deliver cheap and contemptible to the un- 
thinking Part of the World, which is always the 
far greater Part. I don't ſpeak it in Flattery, but 
I am ſatisfied few among the Diſſenting Miniſters 
ſeek great Things for themſelves ; if they did, 
they take the wrongeſt Courſe in the World, in 

ranking themſelves among the Difſenters z but 
they muſt live, or elſe they can never preach; you 
muſt ſupport them, or elle they can't exhort nor 
convince you. It has been the great Subje& of 
Complaint theſe two laſt Centuries, that the 


Prieſts, a Name uſed by many in Contempt and 
'Derifion, have been too much aggrandiz'd and en- 


rich'd. They who make the Complaint, I believe, 
will do their utmoſt to avoid that inconvenience z 
nor will I in the leaſt deny that where Popery 


has prevail'd, this Extream has been — 
0 


fallen into. But I can't but put you in mind | 
of the Obſervation of the worthy Author of the 


Hiſtory of the 1 ne that the others ran into 


the oppoſite Extream, and ſtrove to reduce the 
Church to her primitive Poverty, as well as to 
her primitive Purity. This is too plain in our 
Day, and it is too an or that ſome are 
as much for depreſſing the Priefthood, as others 


are for exalting it; ſo apt are Men to fall into 


Extreams in Religions, as well as in other Mat- 
ters; but it ought to be the Care of every good 
Man to avoid them on one fide as well as on the 
other. I can't paſs over this Head, without ob- 
ſerving another thing; If Gop has bleſſed ſome 
Miniſters with a competent Eſtate, tis expected 


they ſhould ſpend them in the People's Service, 


and preach the Goel freely, and take ages 


which no Man would ſcruple where the People 


can give nothing : But why it ſhould be required 
when their Congregations are of ſufficient Abili- 

ty, I cannot underſtand. This is one of the 

many empty Notions which prevail among u 


an 


, «.# 


n Ordination SERMON. 
and which the Selfiſhneſs and Tyranny of defign- 
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ing Men have introduced, tho' I hope, and part- 
| —— better Things of you 3 bo 


 ” [Fre and ſuch as accompany Salvation. In à 


Word, there cannot be two more unhappy Vices 
in a Miniſter, than Pride and Covetouſneſs, and 
L wiſh ſome who preach moſt againſt them were 
not too juſtly noted for them. But Gov deliver 
us from thoſe, who under that Pretence, would 
have none but a ſcandalous and a ſneaking Mini- 


ſtry, and ſuch as fay they are for keeping all Mi. 
ers poor, in order to keep them humble; 7 2 Tim. 
better to fall into the Hands of God, than into the 15. 


.- Sixthly, and Lafily, Lz'* both Minifter and 


People ſtrive to be both Orthodox in their Faith, 


and univerſally Holy in their Tempers and Con- 
verſationa; we are commanded to hold faſt the 
Form of ſound Words which was deliver d unto us m 


Faith and Love which & in Chriſt Jeſus. And tho? I 


can't believe good Men muſt neceſſarily be of the 
fame Mind in every thing, even in Religion it 


| ſelf; but that the Cry of Orthodoxy in many 


diſputable Points, has done greater hurt to Reli- 
gion, than the little Errors 8 ha ve fo loudly 
,exclaim'd againſt ; yet, after all, it is abſolutely 
_ neceſſary, that both Minifters and People ſhould 
hold the Head, and beware of ſapping the Founda- 


tion of Chriſtianity. Strive therefore to be found 
in 2 Belief, but ſtrive no leſs for that which 

is full as neceſſary as the other, even to be holy in 

all manner of Converſation, even to have your 


Converſation ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of 
Cnnrsr. Thus ſhall we be an honour to our 


Profeſſion, and a Crown of rejoicing to one ano— 


ther; and thus ſhall we all be both comfortable 


in this World, and perfectly happy in the World 
4d % m. 1 475 E 
.  AnD thus I thought to have concluded this 
Diſcourſe 3. but I cannot, on Conſideration, for- 
bear adding a Word or _ to you of this Congre- 
13 0 2 


gation, 
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gation, which I intreat'you to receive with all 
The Candour you are capable of, as — from 
a fincere Regard to your own and the common 
Intereſt. We are here aſſembled to ordain a Per- 
ſon who has preached as a Candidate among — 
for ſome time, to be an authorized Miniſter of Ix- 
sus CHRISTHHB; as tis your Buſineſs to chooſe yu 
ſpiritual Guides ad Inſtructors, ſo you have 
choſen him for yours. And accordingly, we proceed 
now to ſet him apart to miniſter in holy 2 
among you: And upon this Occaſion, I would 
recommend two Things to you in a peculiar Man- 
ner; one is to encourage your Miniſter, and the 
other to be at Unity 2 your ſelves. Let me 
beſeech you, in the Bowels of, our Lox p Ixsus, 
to encourage him who is to miniſter to you in his 
Name. As I am apt to eſpouſe the Cauſe of the 
younger Minifters, ſo I verily think we are all 
obliged to do it, that Religion may not die under 
them, when the elder ones are gone off the Stage. 
But you are more eſpec:ally obliged to encourage 
him who is now to be ſet over you in the LogD; 
your Relation to him plainly binds it upon you; 
the oppoſition he is like to meet with from Satan 
and his Inſtruments, binds it upon you ſtill more; 
and I perſuade my ſelf you wil — do it when 
you conſider, that it will be both for your Honour 
and Intereſt, that he ſhould go on cheerfully in 
the Work to which you have invited him. I have 
not the leaſt Suſpicion that this Part of your Duty 
will be diſregarded ; but I thought it not impro- 
per juſt to remind you of it on this Occaſion. 
The other thing I would particularly recommend 
—_— is Love and Concord; Union among 
Chriſtians, is a moſt neceſſary Duty, as much as in 
us lies, we are to live peaceably with all Men, and eſ- 
pecially to be at peace among our ſelves: Nor do I 
intreat you only to be ſo as you are Chrifti- 
ans, but as you are Proteſtant Diſſenters, a Sect 
which is now every where ſpoken againſt, and 
therefore has the greater Reaſon to unite for its 
« „ own 
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might add the Conſideration of your more pri- guli pug- 


vate Intereſ}/ as you are a diſtinet Society, the Hant, uni-: 
Strength «nd Increaſe of which depends more up- verli vin: 


on this than you can'well imagine. In a Word, 
let there be no Strife among you, becauſe you are 


Brethren. We are all haſtening apace to the e- 
ternal World, where both Miniſters and People 


muſt anſwer for every Word and Action. Be per- 


ſuaded ſo to act, that you may give up your Ac- 
count with Joy, ns not wich Griek Moſt 


thoughtful Perſons are . udg- 


ments of Gop are now hanging over our Heads; 


nothing is more likely to bring them than Strife 


and Contention. For the Sake of the common 
Intereſt therefore, that of your ſelves and others, 
that of the preſent and ſucceeding Generations, 
Let me beg you to follow after the Things which make 


For Peace. What particular Methods may be moſt 


properly taken for this End, muſt be determined 
by the Circumſtances of Affairs, as they ſhall 
Rand from time to time. All that I now ask at 
your Hands, is Love and Peace: And while you 


again from the Dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shep- 
herd of the Sheep, thro* the Blood of the everlaſting Co- 
| good W ork to do hu 


follow after this, may the fe Peace who brought 


venant, make you per felt in 


Will, working in you that which is well pleaſing in his 
Sight, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, to-whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. i 75 5 = | | ; 
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QUESTION I. 


OV are here profeiling your Defire to 
| be ſet apart fo. the of the Mini- 
| ſtry. He that de ſireth bag Office of a Biſhop, 

Aeſireth a good Work; but then be ought not to 

defire it for ſecular, but for religious Ends. Will 

you therefore give us an Account of the Ends 

which you n in ee this Office? 1 * 


\ 


2 r . KN. * * ei y by ? * be IS * 
4 7 a * *. # OS - y . * * 47 « — 4 N J £ 
6 4 was wa 5 ** 
7 * 3 * 1 ba" 


VVV 

Il am in ſome Meaſure ſenfible, the Lonxp make 
me more ſenſible of the Deceitfulneſs of my own 
Heart; However, I hope, thro the Efficacy of 
the Grace of Gop, my Deſign in preſenting my 
ſelf to be inveſted with Authority to ſerve Go 
in the Goſpel of his Son, is to promote the Glory 
of Gon, and the Salvation off Souls, which great 

End I would always purſu eue. 


QUESTION HUB. 

A Goſpel Miniſter, as I but now ſhew'd you at 
large, ought to be ſound in the Faith. I defire 
therefore à brief Account of yours? © | 
For. as much as by Faſting and Prayer, and 
Laying on of Hands, Iam to he ſeparated for the 
Work whereunto the Lon v hath called me, to be 
| ſolemnly inveſted with the Authority of a Goſpel 
_ Miniſter, whoſe Commiſſion is moſt Sacred, and 
whoſe Office is meſt Honourable, I make this 
Confeſſion of my Faith before many Witneſſes, 
and according to the Meaſure of Grace received, 
give a Reaſon of the Hope which is in me, with 
| Meekneſs and Fear. | | 
FHFrxſt, I believe there is a Gov, infinite, eternal, 

and unchangeable in his Being, Wiſdom, Power, 


Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs and Truth; for- 


aſmuch as by the Thinge which are made are 
clearly ſeen and underſtand his eternal Power and 
Godhead : So that they are Fools without excuſe, 
who ſay there is no-Gop : And I believe that this 
Lok our Gov, bleſſed for evermore. 

Secondly, ThE Scriptures contained in the Old 
and New Teſtament, I believe to be of divine 
Authority, as hey came not by the Will of * 


% 


| 


_ WWW 
=—_ I 22 02»«”enn 8 
= but the holy Men of God ſpoke as they were 
jt moved by the Holy | Ghoſt, I believe in theſe - 
wo - Scriptures are revealed the great Myſteries of the t 
1 Kingdom, and contain them in all that is neceſſary 
| to be known, or believed, or practiſed in order tay 1 
= our obtaining everlaſting Life ; for as they were 0 
* given by the Inſpiration of Gop, they are moſt 0 
| = Profitable for Doftrine, for Reproof, for Correflion, 0 
_\_ ana for Inſtruftion in * : Wherefore T 
= I defire to build on vo other Foundation but 0 
= that of the Prophets aud Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt him. | 
= ſelf being the chief Corner-ftone, I believe too, a 
11 that theſe Scriptures ſhall be the Rule of the 0 
1 final Judgment, and that the ſame Sentence 2 
1 which theſe pronounce now, ſhall be ratified and ( 
hh 2 confirmed for ever; whatever is thus bound on b 
bb | Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, and whatever Uy 
i is looſed on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven. b 
Up | Thirdly, I believe, as I have learn'd from theſe - 
Wo - . facred Scriptures, the Doctrine of the Trinity, n 
a that there are Three who bear Record in Heaven, | FE 
_ the FaTnzr, the WorD, and the Hory Seigrr ; I 
4nd receive and adore it as a great Myſtery of u 
bY Godlineſs, that theſe Three are One, equal in a 
 _ Power and in Glory, | t. 
|; : 1 believe, as the Scriptures inform me, that n 
4 Gop created all Things out of Nothing, and b 
1 without him was not any thing made, which was = 
i Þ made; he ſpake, and it was done, he command- fi 
ke ed, and it ſtood faſt; the Heavens declare his h 
: - —__. Glory, and the Firmament ſheweth forth his Handy- - 
* works. Wet e 
1 believe, as he created all Things out of No- 0 
thing by the Word of his Power, ſo his King- t 
14 dom ruleth over all; for he does according to e 
17 bis Will in the Armies of Heaven, and among the P 
LY Inhabitants of the Earth, carrying on the great f 
. Deſigns and Purpoſes of his own Glory, by go- t 
14 - verning all his Creatures, and all their Actions. p 
#4 I believe Gop made Man the Head of this 
* ; lower Creation at firſt upright, 'endowing — 
* 4 | | ; wit 
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with Powers fitted to ſerve and to enjoy him; that 
after Gop had given him a Law ſuitable to his 
Nature, with an annexed Threatning, that in 
the Day that he offended, he ſhould: ſurely die; 
Man being left to the Conduct of his own Will, 
foon ſought out many Inventions, loft the Image 
of Gop, which confiſted in Knowledge, Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs ; and by this one Man's Diſ- 
obedience, I believe, all his natural Iflue are 
made Sinners, and Judgment came upon all to 
Condemnation. | 2 


_ Howzvzs, Go willing to ſhe w 2 hath 


appointed ſome to everlaſting Life thro' Sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit and Belief of the Truth; 


and having predeſtinated ſome to the 8 | 


Children by Jzsvs CHRIST, I believe, ſuc 
be called; juſtified and glorified. | 
I believe that our Loxp Ixsus was appointed 
by the FarRHER, to be the only Mediator between 
Gop and Man, having anointed him with a Ful- 


1150 


neſs of Authority and Ability to obtain eternal 


Redemption for ſuch as are loſt. I believe the 


Loxp Jxsus did, by a free and voluntary Act, 
undertake the Office of a Redeeming Mediator, 
aſſumed Fleſh, and dwelt among us; that in 
the fulneſs of Time Gop ſent forth his Son, 


made of the Woman, made under the Law: 1 


believe he became obedient to Death, even to the 
Death of the Croſs, fulfilled the Law, and ſatiſ- 
fied divine Juſtice: I believe when he had by 
himſelf purged away our Sins, he was buried; 


but on the Third Day, Gop having looſed the 


Pains of Death, he roſe again from the Dead for 
2 . ; whereby he was declared to be 
the 


ed up into Heaven, ſits at the Right Hand of the 
FarHER, where he ever lives to make Interceſ- 
ſion for his People, till all the Ends of his Media- 
tion are accompliſhed, till the Church ſhall be 

all Enemies ſubdued. © © 


D I be- 


perfected, and 


on of Gop with Power: I believe he aſcend- 
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l believe we are juſtified freely thro' the Re- 


demption that is in CHRIST Jzsvs; for CHRIST 
is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to very 
one who believes; not by Works of Righteouſ- 
neſs which we have done, but according to his 
Mercy he ſaveth us by the waſbing of Regeneration, 
and reneuing of the Holy Ghoſt : I believe that Faith 


and Repentance are neceſſary Terms of Salvati- 


on, ſoraſmuch as without Faith tis impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, and without Repentance we. ſhall all — eter- 
ually. N e 


Il believe the Lonp Ixsus, after he aſcended, | 


ſent the Spirit to be a Sanctifier, Comforter and 


Interceſſor in his 8 to lead them into all 


Truth, which is according to Godlineſs, to pre- 
pare and diſpoſe Souls for the Participation of the 
purchaſed Salvation: And I believe all who are 
ctified by this Spirit of our Gop. 5 
l believe that the glorious Mediator, the great 
Apoſtle and High- Prieſt of our Profeſſion, hath 
appointed proper and diſtinct Officers in his 

urch, who are to bear his Name, plead his 
Cauſe, deliver his Meſſage, defend his Truth, 
gather Churches, and guide them in his Name 
and Fear; that the Logy Jzsvs ſtands at the 
Head of this great Miſſion, committing this Trea- 
ſure to earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of 


wy 


made Partakers of the heavenly Calling, are ſan- 


the Power may appear to be of Gor, and not of 


Man; and that according to his Promiſe, he will 
be with them to the End of the World. N 


” . . 4 


II believe there are only Two SacrAmenTs in 
the New Teſtament of divine Inſtitution, Bae- 


TIsM and the Lok pD's-SuPPER. 


In BAPT ITSM, I believe we are admitted into 


the viſible Church, and by the Application of Wa- 
ter, in the Name of the Father, the Son, and of the 
Hoy Ghoſt, we are devoted to the Grace and Ser- 
vice of Gop. Iam perſuaded that Believers and 
their Seed have a Right to this Ordinance, ſince 
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the Promiſe is made to them and to their Sed, even 
to as many as the Lord our God ſpall call. If] 

In'the Lok p's-SupPER I believe, we are to eat 
and drink the Sacramental Bread and Wine in 


Remembrance of Chalsr Jzsvs ; wherein we 


are obliged with utmoſt Love and Gratitude to 
commemorate the ſatisfactory Sufferings andDeath 
of the Mediator; and I believe this to be a con- 
tinual and abiding Qrdinance in the Church, 
till the aſcended Redeemer returns. | 

As there is a Time to be born, ſo there is a 
Time to die; Death in ſeizing, and the Grave 
in receiving, obſerves no Order either of Sex or 
Age. 8 5 | 
Il believe the W er of the Body, that the 
Sound of the laſt Trumpet ſhall. raiſe the Dead 
out of their Graves, our ſcatter d Duſt ſhall be 
E together, and the dead in Cxarsr ſhall. 
be raiſed firſt, when the Body that was united to 
CnkiIsr in the Grave ſhall be raiſed in Glory, 
and reunited to the Soul ; and they who have 
done Evil, ſhall come forth to the Reſurrettion of Dam- 
nation. 0 

I believe that the final Judgment of the World 
ſhall be executed by that Man whom Gop hath 
appointed, whereof he has given Aſſurance unto 
all Men, foraſmuch as he has raiſed him from the 
dead. The glorified Head of the Church will 
come « Sevord Thin withaye Sin, ro wedge beads 
Quick, and the Dead, according to the Works done in 
the Body, whether they have been good or Eil. 

I belieye he will caſt the wicked into everlaſt- 
ing Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels; 
that he wil publickly own, acquit and crown all 
his Faithful ; that he will take back the glorified 
Saints along with him to Heaven; and then will 
he preſent them before the Preſence of his Fa- 
THER a glorious Church, not having St or 
_ Wrinkle, or any. ſuch thing; then ſhall the 
| Righteous with exceeding Joy enter into the 
Kingdom prepared for them, when Gop fhall 
| — 2 reign 
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where they prevail; Will you do your utmo 


reign immediatel over all, the Mediator deli ver- 
8 to the Fa rHzR, reigning 
with him in the glory of his Godhead; and the 


ing up his Ki 
perfected ſhall be for ever with the Lox p. 
QUESTION III. 


. Evzxy Chriſtian is to give Diligence to make 
his Calling and his Ele#ion ſur?: But double Dili- 


gence is needful in a Miniſter, who is to take 
Care, not only of his own, but of the Souls of 
others. Will you therefore act as one in good 


earneſt in the Work you are undertaking ? 

1 purpoſe, thro' the Aſſiſtance of divine Grace, 
to give my ſelf wholly to theſe Things, to Prayer, 
Reading, Meditation and Preaching, both in Sea- 


ſon and out of Seaſon. And wherein I fail, I de- 
fire I may be put in Remembrance of this Engage- 


7 


ment, which I now make before many Witneſſes. 


. QUESTION IV. 


Wrar is your Opinion of Popery, and of the 
Reformation ? Wo | pt” 


ANSWER. 


TER Reformation from Popery I heartily rejoice 
in, and bleſs Gon for, making it my earneſt Re- 


queſt at the Throne of Grace for a farther Refor- 


mation, that the Reformed Churches may be 
built up into more perfect Beauty. | 


QUESTION v. 


HzRRSVv and Schrsx are fatal to Religion 
in 
rats: 1 op- 


. 


Faithful. 
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22 the one and the other, and in pro- 
moting Truth and Peace, which are contrary to 


them? 8 
ANSWER. 
Ir is my Purpoſe. | : 
 _ QUESTION VI. 
Fox AsuMVN as the Popiſh Doctrine of the Ce- 


Tebracy of the Clergy is contrary to Scripture, 
and .it being lawfal for Miniſters to 3 as 


well as others, if you ſhall ever thus alter your 


*Condition, ſo as to become the Head and Maſter - 
y a Family, What Care do you intend to take 
WE 2 e 


Wurx Gop in his Providence ſhall bring me 
into new Relations, it ſhall be my. Endeavour 
that all who are mine may be the Loxp's, Let 


others do as they Pale, as for me and my Houſe, 


we will ſerve the Logp, 


' QUESTION VII. 
 MintsrTzRs are Men of like Paſſions with 
others, and have not only the ſame Infirmi- 


ties, but are liable to the ſame Sins with the 


reſt of Men. If ever you are found to walk 
diſorderly, which Gop forbid, will you. ſubmit 
to brotherly Admonition ? | | 


1 E 

I ſhall be my Endeavour, in the Strength 
of CHRIST, to walk without Rebuke; however, 
if at any time, thro Remains of Vanity and Cor- 


fruption, I may fail, (for who is there that lives, 


ſinneth not?) I ſhall account the Slightmgs 
of my Brethren's Kindneſs, and their Wounds 
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auESTITION vm. 


Wnxx you have ſet your Hand to the Plough, 


will you not look back again, but go on preach- 
ing the Goſpel both in Seaſon and out of Seaſon ? 


ANSWER. 
| Conctanine this I am ve Jealous over my 
own Heart 5 * perſuaded no 


„ 


Temptation ſhall befall me, but ſuch as is com- 


mon to Man, and that Gop who is faithful will 
not ſuffer me to be tempted above that I am able, 
but that with the Temptation he will alſo make 


a Way to eſcape, that I may be able to bear it. I ; 


promiſe Faithfulneſs unto the Death, tho'I would 
not reſt in my Promiſe to Gor, but in his to me. 


' QUESTION N. 


Axp becauſe there have been unhappy Diffe- 
rences of late in this Place, and it being too likely 
there may have been Faults on both fides, Do 


you fincerely bewail whatever has been amiſs in 


you, and reſolve, by divine Grace, for the fu- 


ture to watch againſt it? 


©" o1NSICKK | 


— i 
N 2 . p , 
Wien utmoſt Concern and Sorrow wauld 1 


acknowledge and bewail the Imprudencies and 
Irregularities wherewith I may be charged. The 


melancholy Diſtractions and Diſorders which 


have been amongſt us, ariſing from Paſſion and 


Prejudice, I lament. And I promiſe for the fu- 
ture, thro' divine Grace, to Watch and Pray, leſt 
at any time Loffend. I would acknowledge Gop 
in all my Ways, intreating that he will direct my 
OO PR, TE, | 

_ God grant you may b 


1 


fulfil theſe Engagements, and ſo doing obtain his Bleſs 
V AN 


. 


fuirhfal tn this Profaſſn, and. 


1 


Cor 


A N 


E XH ORT AT ION 


Given to the Reverend 


Mr. Joſeph Denham, 


| The Sth Day of December, 1713. 


Upon his being ſolemnly ſet a art for the 


Work of the Miniſtry, by Faſting, Prayer 
and the Laying on of the Hands of the 
Presbytery, in the Meeting-Houſe, late 
Mr. Forbes's, Glouceſter. | 


STR, 


M I Buſineſs at this Time is in eſpecial 


Manner with you, to whom, with your 


own Conſent, I am appointed . by the 


| Brethren, to give ſome Counſel for your more 


Happy Diſcharge of that Office you have been, ac- 
1745 to the Apoſtolick Cuſtoms and Direction 


of holy Scripture, juſt now ſolemnly inveſted 
with. Our Hearts-Deſire and Prayer is, that you 
may come to the Churches of ChRISr, where at 
any time you may be called to Labour in the 

Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, as the 
Expreſſion is, Rom. xv. 29. 
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by the Context, where having 
ly of the mighty Succeſs that had attended his 


4 Wurcn Expteſſion, becauſe it doth contain 
in the Execution 
* Office, in the Way of Duty, or to expect 


whatſoever you are to attempt 
hope for by Way of Succeſs, I ſhall take the 
Liberty ſomewhat particular to explain it to you. 
And I am ſure that when I come unto you, I ſhall come 
in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing the Goſpel. 
Cnxxsosrou's Notes upon — __ Is, 
d. I know when I come to you, 1 you 
: People richly furniſbed with all Spiritual Gifes ; 
thinking the Expreſſion to be of the ſame Import 


— 


my ſelf alſo am perſuaded of you my Brethren, that ye 
alſo are Full of — led with all Knowledge, &c. 
But this ig not liked. - Wherefore the common 
8 is, That the Apoſtle doth not ſpeak of 
what he ſhould find amongſt the Romans when he 
came to them, but of what as peculiarly furniſh- 
ed and highly favoured Miniſters of the Goſpel 
he ſhould bring to them. ae 55 
Ap ſo the Expreſſion is much the ſame with 
that, ch. i. v. 11. For I long to ſee you, that I may 
wþart unto you ſome Spiritual Gift, to the end you may 

be eftabliſhed. | 
An>Þ to this Expoſition is Wl rs 45 
ſpoken particular- 


preaching the Goſpel in other Parts of the Gen- 
tile World; he expreſſeth his Deſire of coming 
to Rome on the ſame Errand, being confident he 
ſhould ee his Duty there, with the Tame 


plentiful Succeſs that attended his Labours elſe. = 
where. e Rect | FS 


I I muſt obſerve to you here, that this Expreſ- 


8 Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel] may be | 


underſtood either as importing, 1. Something 
zeculiar to the Apoſtolick Times ; or, 2. Other 
ings common to the Chriſtian Church in 


every Age. 


1. As. importing ſomething extraordinary 
and peculiar to the Apoſtolick Primitive hay 
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And then it means a particular pouring out the | I 
Spirit upon the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, en- 5 
abling them to work Miracles for Confirmation 
of the Doctrine they preached. Which Doctrine 
being new, and directly contrary to the current 
Opinions and prevailing Notions of Jews and 
Gemtiles, could never have made its Way thro' the 
World, but by thoſe extraordinary Methods. 

Turs was foretold by the Prophets, and richly and 
plentifully beftoxced upon the holy Apoſtles. 

Id which Blefling alſo, of the next ſuc- 
ceeding Ages had their Share, till Chriſtianity by 
ſuch flagrant Evidence taking Root every where, 
and being eſtabliſhed, there was no longer need 
5 ba; extraordinary Methods to be uſed in its 
3 \ 3 b 5 . | 

Tux have therefore, for many Ages, been 
diſugd, and are »ow what none but wild and 
Brain-fick Enthufiaſts pretend to. Of which 
Number, Sir, you have given us full Proof that 

ou are not; it would be loſs of Time, and an 
In decency towards you, for me to urge, that this 
is no Part of what you are to endeavour. ; 

2. As importing other Things common to the 
Chriſtian Church in every Age. 

Wr1tr reſpect unto theſe, a Miniſter may be 
ſaid to come to, and be with a People in the Fulneſs of 
the Bleffing of the Goſpel; when, ER 

1. He himſelf hath well learned the Goſpel he 
comes to preach. + i 

2. WHEN he faithfully executes the Office he 
hath undertaken. | | 7 

3. Wax the Blefling of Gop crowns his La- 
bours with abundant Succeſs for his and the Peo- 

le's 2 in Grace and Peace, in Holineſs and 
mtort. | 


1. Wren he (the Miniſter) hath himſelf well 
learn'd the Goſpel he comes to preach. 
Tus means Two Things, | 
Tt, TmarT he - hath a clear comprehenfive 
Knowledge of Chriſtian Doctrine, and firmly be- 
lie ves it to be true. E 2dly, 


% 1 
— — —— — — 2 —— 


9 2dly, Tuar he flands well affected to the De- 
= fign of the holy Religion, being heartily in Love 
| with the righteous and good Precepts thereof. 
" 1. TA a Miniſter may be ſaid to have well 

5 learn'd the Goſpel, that underſtands and believes 

$2 the Doctrines of it. ve, 1 
W | 2. Tür hath a clear and comprehenſive 

SH Knowledge of the Things therein taught, and a 

1 ſatisfying Conviction of their Truth, 

AnD here, Sir, tis your Duty, by way of Addi- 

By tion unto what you have already laudably attain- 

F ed, to endea vour continually for a more diſtin and 

BY clear Apprehenſion of Chriſtian Verities, that you 

C | * from time to time preach intelligibly, For, 

F} Is the Preacher be in the Clouds, *twould bea 

1 firange thing if thoſe that fit under his Miniſtry 

4 be not in Darkneſs, 5 1 

* Bur no Man can diſtinctly utter what he him- 

42 ſelf doth not diſtinctly apprehend; if his Con- 
F ceptions be inccompleat, confus'd and uninſtruct- 

Ei ing, ſo of neceflity will his Diſcourſes be, which, 

| how much ſoever they may be admir'd by Fools 

| 1 for their ſuppoſed eriouſneſs, they will not 

1 4 miſs of being deſpis d by Men of Underſtanding 

| | for their Nonſence. Moſt certain it is, that there 


are divers important 'Truths in Scripture reveal'd, 
of which we ſhould not have known any thing 
if they had not been reveal'd, and of which we 
cannot know ſo much here as we ſhall in Heaven, 
and of which we ſhall never perfectly compre- 


hend whatſoever is honourable in them, they 


having an infinite Compaſs, that will employ and 
recompence our Reſearches unto all Ete , 
NxzvzRTHELESS, what in Scripture is ſaid of 


theſe Things, may certainly be underſtood, elſe 


no Rational Perſon can deviſe why 'tis ſaid, for 

we Lan neither be direHe:d or entertained 1 what 

we do not underſtand. But it is highly ] 
8 


| njuri- 
ous to the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs to ſup- 


Poe he hath given us a Revelation that cannot 


Poſſibly ſerve to any valuable Purpoſe. 
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Wann | 
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ove WIIIITonx Iadviſe you, Sir, gontinually to en- 
| deavour, to have clear and diſtinct Apprehenfion 
vell of the true Senſe of thoſe Scriptures, you would 
ves || from time to time recommend to the People, and 
| ſo to 5 of them, as you may be eaſily under - 
ſtood by the maſt unlearned e them. 
Mon kovxn, tis your Duty to ſtudy for « com- 
frehen ſtue Knowledge in Chriſtian Truths, that you 
may fully preach the Goſpel of Goo. 
| Nox abſolutely comprehenſroe (for here before we 
can know but in Part, or Prapheſy, i. e, preach 
but in Part) but comparatively c enſrve, Lou 
ought as much. as poſſibly you can, to acquaint 
your ſelf with every thing revealed for the In- 
ruction and Edification of Ca Ist's People; and 
to know them all to a greater degree of Perfecti- 
on than may reaſonably be expected from the Ge- 
nerality of thoſe you are to inſtruſllt.. 
14 Axp you ſho arefully ſee to it, that your 
Belief of the Truths you r be well 
founded, that you may preach boldly and defend 


o this End, you quaſh ta be well acquainted 
with the Letter, Senſe and Argument of holy 
$cripture, the only Foundation of all Chriſtian 
Truth: That ſo, from 'thence preſenting the 
People with a well diſpoſed Frame or Scheme of 
true Religion z you may be able from the ſame 
Magazine, to draw forth ſubſtantial Arguments to 
defend it, againſt all Oppoſers. = 
Ts indiſpenſibly neceſſury that you ha ve 
due regard to this laſt mentioned Particular; 
of becauſe, your Lot is fallen in an Age, wherein 
lie || (tho' that Preaching which in all Ages has un- 
for reaſonably been called Fooliſhneſs, cannot fail of 
nat doing , yet) there are vaſt Numbers, who do 
ri- certainly know when a Man truly eng on fooliſhly, 
p- and who take a. marvelous Pleaſure in ſending 
ot E Satyr into all Preachers thro” the Sides of 
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As therefore you would not do more Miſchief 
to the truly Noble and Divine Religion you are 


to preach, by giving an Handle to the envenom'd 
retend 


Humour of ed Wits,: than the Malice of 

perſecuting Pagans or Papiſts have been able to 

effect, preach good Senſe, and back it with ſtrong 

Scripture Argument. 0 = 

Tris evident, no Man can poſſibly be qualify'd 

for ſuch a Performance, but by one of theſe two 

Ways: R 5 | 

| 5 Br Virtue of immediate Inſpiration, which 

none but Madmen now pretend to; or, 
2. By Gov's Bleſſing on long continued ſtudy- 


ing, under the Direction of well furniſh'd Tu- 


tors. | 5 1 
Tis an Argument of the moſt ſottiſh Stupidi- 
"ty, when Men can perſuade themſelves that with- 
out the Help of a Miracle, they can of a ſudden 
be fit to paſs, accompliſh'd for the Pulpit, from 
the Loom, Shopboard, or Plough Tail 5 
Axp they that contentedly fit under them, 
when better Helps may be had, are like unto 
them, and never like to be otherwiſe. 
_ 2dly, TIs neceſſary that a Miniſter ſtand well 
affected to the Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, bein; 
heartily in love with the righteous and . 


Precepts of it. ä 


Hx cannot be ſaid to have well learn'd an uſe- 


ful Art, that can only tall about it in proper 
Terms, but can do nothing at it. | 


3 


RxrIS ION is a practical Thing, a Doctrine ac- 
cording to Godlineſs: All Chriſtian Verities are 
revealed to promote ſober, righteous and godly 


Living. 


8 is nothing purely Speculative in . 
8 | 2 
Hz therefore (only he) has well learn'd the 


Chriſtian Doctrine, that perceives and loves the 


Duty it points to. | bet rt RE 
SAG a. Miniſter of all Men ſhould do. 
Or, | VVV 

| Bx- 


—# EXHORTATION. 57 
hief  Bxs1Dxs that, he will and cannot preach that 
are to others with an ill Grace, that he doth not 
md reliſh and like himſelf; I ſay befides that, if he 
2 of ſhould chance to do ſome good by a tolerable 
> to Sermon, he'd infallibly do more hurt by renver- 
Ong | ng it in an ill Life. £5 ies 
Svucn Men have been and are the greateſt Curſe 
y'd to a Nation. Nor is there any Reaſon to hope 
Wo they will ever be a Bleſſing. Unto the wicked 
Gov ſaith, What haſt thou to do to declare my Sta- 
ich tutes, or that thou ſhould'ſi take my Covenant in thy 
| | Mouth ? Seeing thou hateſt Inſtrufion, and caſteſt my 
dy- Words hehind thee. 5 Cl + | 
Tu- Tux may do good, but they have no Promiſe 
| that they /ball, nor the People, that they ſball re- 
idi- ceive good by them; if they prefer the Miniftry to 
th- that of Gov's fincerely devoted Servants. But 
den when a Man hath well ſtudied the Goſpel of 
om CuarrsrT, and filled his Head with a well digeſted 
x Syitem of Evangelical Truths, Truths that have 
m, kindled a Flame of pure fervent Love to Gov, 
nto Chnlsr, and Sovurs, in his Heart; when this 
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Man comes to preach what he knows, believes 


and loves; he is, of all others the likelieft to be a 
in Bleſſing to the People. e 
I So having  furniſh'd him for, and inclin'd 
him to the Work of the Miniſtry, will un- 
ſe- doubtedly be with him in his Work; and then 
per what can hinder, but that the Pleaſure: of the 
| Lonp ſhall proſper in his Hands. Fs 
ac- WnXnRETORR, Sir, let me meekly n e 
are that you will conſtantly endeavour in the Uſe of 
dly all appointed Means, to get your Heart warm d 
| with divine Love, as . as to have your Mind 
ur illumin d with the Light of Knowledge, that ſpeaking 
from your own Heart to the People, you here- 
he | not miſs of reaching theirs. Regardable may 
be are the Words of the excellent Mr. Howe *.* Preface + 
| „The very Opinion that we preach only for ts Mr.Cor- 
lo. .« Form-ſake and to keep up the Cuſtom, and ber's En- 
« believe not or regard what we our ſelves 42 quiry, &. 
E- 8 TS „ : 
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perhaps uncommon) Hindrance to the Su 


„ you; and do real 


„ taking all poſſible Care, let when you 


(as well as the thing it ſelf ) is no ſmall (nor 


« of Preaching at this Day. It is hard to be ſe- 
« rious in hearing What I think he is not ſerious 
« in himſelf who preaches it : If I apprehend he 


4 trifles, tis a great Temptation to me to do ſo 


« too” ----- Whereas (as Dr. Bates faith) what is 


| ſpoken from the Heart, goes to the Heart, by a 


natural Sympathy in the Spirits of Men. 

Lu it therefore be evident (Brother) b 4 
moſt ſerious Behaviour in and out of the Pulpit, 
that (to uſe the Words of the juſt now mentioned 
great Man) Lou do not ſtudy divine Subjects, 
« only to frame Diſcourſes of them, wherewith 
« to entertain the People for an Hour; but for 
% your own Uſe and Practice too; that you live 


n the Things you teach, and eat of the Food 
% you prepare for others; that in good earneſt 


% you aim at _—_ your felf aud them that hear 
y venture your own Soul up; 
« on the ſame Bottom, upon which you would 
« perſuade your Hearers to venture _— 
ve 
« preached to others, you your ſelf ſbould be a Caſt- 
it away, id. ibid. „ . 
Bur this ſhall ſuffice as to the firſt thing in- 
tended; by a Miniſter's coming to the People, in 
ehe Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, _ + 
Hz. muſt come well inſirufted in, well affeFed to 
a e, 5 
2dly, Hz muſt faithfully execute the Office he 
hath undertaken. V 
Trar is, Sir, you muſt, as ever you would 
come to this People in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſong of 
the Goſpel of Chrift, give your ſelf to Meditation, Rea 


ing and Prayer, that you may from time to time 


give full Proof of your Miniſtry. - . 
- wo mizſt Kh the Werd, be Inflant in Seaſon and 
Divide the Word avight, giving to every one his per- 
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You muſt declare to the People the hole Counſel of - 
God, hiding nothing from them. „ 
Io muſt inſira8, exhorr, rebuke and comfort, 
according as the Circumſtances of your People 


on muſt do nothing by Partiality, but approve your 
fel to the Conſciences of your Hearers, as in the Sight 


You muſt tahe the Overſight of the Flock as one that 
muſt give Acebunt. 5 | 2 : 


Ton muſt not be weary in Well-doing, bit fledfaſt and 
unmove able, always abounding in the Work of the 
Lord, as knowing your Labour ſpall not be in vain in 
the Lord, © RES 1 

Lou muſt duly adminiſter the Sacraments, not 
giving that which is h oy unto Dogs, nor denying 
unto any one the leaſt of Gon's Children the 
Bread which he hath prepared for them. 

Ann in concert with the faithful People, you 
muſt prudently and' boldly execute 1 ine 
by Cakisr appointed, for humbling and reform- 
ing the Scandalous, and preſerving the Purity of 

the Chriſtian Society, over which you are ſet, 
and the Credit of the Holy Religion you and 
they profes, © On 
ND here I cannot but earneſtly recommend to 
ur ſerious and frequent Peruſal, the excellent 
erformance of the reverend and judicious Dr. 
Daniel Williams, reſpecting Mr. Gravener's and Mr. 
Wright's Ordination, where you will find things, 
not only much better than any I am . werf _ 
offering, but ſuch as with the divine Bleſſing will | 
be of more beneficial Uſe to you, than what you 
= may meet with in many other Books. 85 
| paſs now to the Third thing — neceſ- 
ſary for your coming to ChRIST's People in the 
Trulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which 
is, (what tho' you cannot, properly — 
ive to the People yet) what upon your humbl 
importunate Prayer you may well groundedly 
hope to obtain for them.  _, 1 
5 FAT 
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fare will prove mighty to pu 
Folds of the Devil, and ſet captive Souls at Li- 


— 


b Taz Blefling of G0 to crown your Labours 
with abundant Succeſs. 8 25 


Tuno' à Paul plants and an Apollos waters, there 
will be no Increaſe except God give it. FR 
"Tis true, the Bleſſing of Heaven uſually at- 


tends the Labours to well furniſhed and faithful 


Preachers, but it is not tied to it. 


Tax moſt Skilful and Faithful have not always 


been the moſt Succeſsful. | | 
Tu very beſt Preacher that ever opened his 
Mouth to teach the People, was for the moſt 


part rejected and deſpiſed by his Hearers. 


Fzw believed the Report even of the Son of 


Gow himſelf, tho he ſpake ſo as never Man ſpake, and 
v' ſo as none ever liv'd beſides him. 


Exczer therefore the Spirit go along with the 
Word, tho” it ſhou'd be ſpoke from the moſt zea- 
lous Heart, employing the moſt eloquent Tongue, 
it would effect nothing but the further blinding 


and hardening thoſe that heard it. 


Bur, Sir, if you be faithful, you may hope that 


the bleſſed Author of our Faith will make bare 


his Arm, and exert his mighty Power for the 
ſucceeding your Labours; and then comes the 
Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel indeed. Then the 
Saviour will ride in the Chariot of Salvation 
thro* the Audience, conquering, and to conquer. 
Then the Word will run thro' all the Powers of 
the Soul, and be glorified in them, by chafing the 
Darkneſsof Ignorance and Error out of the Mind, 
and the poyſonous Venom of Hatred of Gon out 
of the — Then the Word, as a two-edged 
Sword, will effeFually ſeparate between the Sinner and 
by Luſts. The Weapons of your Spiritual War- 

own the ſtrong 


berty; ſo that Converts ſhall flock unto Jzsvs 
Cuglisr, as Doves to their Windows; and 
m 


any ſuch ſhall be added daily to the Church as 
ſhall be ſaved LETT 
| Tazn 


Tam the Converted will will be more e 
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firmed in their moſt holy Faith, the Light of 


their Minds being like the Morning Light that 


ſhineth more and more for a clearer and more di- 


ſtinct Preception of divine Truths, their Certain- 
ty and Excellence. i 


Tux their Knowledge ſenſibly encreaſes, both 


with reſpe& unto Truths abſolutely and relative- 
ly confidered. So that they not only grow more 


intimately and thoroughly acquainted. with the 


Truths they in part knew before, but obſerve the 


Relation they ane and the Subordination they 


ſtand in one towards another, towards the com- 


pacting a perfect Body, a beautiful uſeful Frame 


*of Truths, diſplay the mauifold Wiſdom of God. 


Txzn their improved Knowledge produceth a 
more confirmed Faith, by-which they become 
more rationally and ſedately bold in their Profeſ- 


fion, being Proof againſt all the Cavils and Ob- 


jectious of infidel Adverſaries : Able pertinently 


to contend for the Faith, by ſuch Arguments as 


ſhall ſtop the Mouths of Gainſayers. TY 
TN their Faith, founded on the Scriptures 


rightly underſtood, is productive of a pure and 


fervent Love to Gop and one another. 


Tux unparallel'd Perfection of the 4 8 


% 


ture then produceth the moſt ſuperlative Eſtimati- 

on, the profoundeſt Veneration and moſt delight - 

ful Complacency in their Souls towards Gon. 
Taz unmatchable Love of Caurrsr to them, 


produceth Wondering, Praiſe, ingenuous Grati- 


tude, dutiful Obſervance, Firm and Truſt. 
TRErx ſubjection to the ſame Lok p, engage” 
ment in the ſame Intereſts, and 'Title to the 


ſame Inheritance believ'd, effecteth the moſt Cor- 


dial Benevolence to each other. A Benevolence 
Yrompting to a chearful Performance of friendly 
ffices for each other; nothing being done for 


Strife or Contention, Self. intereſt or Vain- glory, 


but each in Honour preferring others before him- 


Bdification, 


ſelf; all ſtudy to pleaſe ane another for mutual 
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. e Edifcarion, keepingrhe Unity of the Spirit inthe Bond | 
WW. _ of Peate, 
8 B Now the people live in beauteous Peace and 
1 Concord, giving none Offence; they ſtrive to be 
uſeful to all, and to cauſe the good Ways of 
' Gon to be well ſpoken of b all, that the 
= i be the Glory of CHRIST in t e World, his Epi | 
1 recommendatory, ſeen and read of all Men. 
_7 ee  Tuzy walk daily in the Fear of Go, un 
1 with the Comforts of the Hory GHS Tr. 
| Tuxx live above the WR and rejoice in 
1 | © hope of the Glory of G. 
Wax it is thus, Sir, you will grant, and 
E i.” =; every Body will grant, a 5 N ng is Todemd be-. 
25G ſtowed; on the 4 71 le Bleffing this is, as 
nothing remains I it © be wiſhed, eye 
Heaven i it ſelf. 
Trvs it was in the Primitive Apoftolick Times, | 
when the ' HoLy Grosr was plentifully poured - 
out; when the Goſpel. of CHRIST rejoiced as a 
Nerong Man to run its Race, carrying Light, Life, 
Love and Joy with it wherever it went; when 
the Preachers of the Word found the Souls they 
approach'd as ſo many barren, dark, cold and dead. 
 Wilderneffes, and when they went from em to 
o to others, left them well furniſhed beautiful 
SY Arden of Pleaſure for the Redeemer to walk in, 
were flouriſhed every Plant of the Celeſtial Pa- 
| radiſe, whoſe beautiful Aſpect and fragrant 
| 928 . 'Odours delighted Gop, Angels and Men. 
. \ Ax thus there is abundant Reaſon from Scrip- 
. ture, to hope it ſhall be again. Do you, Bro- 
1 ; ther, do whatever i is poſſible to = to expedite 
the Revolution of theſe Halcyon Days of that tru- 
17 Golden Age. And then, When the chief Sheßp- 
bed ſhall appear, you ſpall receive a Croton of Glory that 
Fadeth not away. 
Bur here you the Cheiftian People muſt put to 
1 | "_ helping Hand. 
| — ” Miniſter ſhall have a full Bleſſing 


NY you 9 to be great 
Sharers 


—— $-— — ä —— - — 2 = = \ 
. — 2 — 9% 5 $2 by 22 = —— = _ + — — = - 
— > PP Sond nad Poe ai r r EL — FEE EIS \ = 
» WIS "7 N * * — r BY 5 2-8 EE hea He Zr 2 "33" FAT — RE ot TI \ 

: : 4 p 5 2 — 2 r "+ *. 5 =, —_ G * * SAM l I 

A ; — ho * F 3 rei 
1 2 - 7 - * 2 1 & | PP a kc . 6 1 
4 - nw - 


: l . e ONS, * * 
＋I e's of 751d LE 
% * 3 8 1 35 Er, ow *. . 5 30 Ty 
: CLE abs. © FFW 
* wet, of Oe 3 
nee TY 


fore in point © 


* a 
. * 
w * 


9 * n N K ö 4 188 85 8 i 2 9 nenn 1 
n 6; N W + Oo eg N F 
q R$ - % Ae Re 3 RE 5 | * e +; 2 1 
ou 7 a TINT TT POE WO 8 . 
R * . r A 1 * x 8 4 2 Wo 
- Se, * * 7 123 _—_— : oy Bs : * e 
* 44 . 3 "IN >" 3 * - 


1 


3 


F x 1 5 Lim . 5 8 
8 F 6 . 8 . * : . mY 4 5 : , | 
2 N 1 7 enn * e . A n, — ; 155 * 3 . ;F N tf wo ' x N : __ [2 
” 5 5 f F | A 4 2 1 * 2 1 S : 8 . * 3 
N. 5 - 2 


Gharers therein. It behoyes you therefore to join 
your earneſt Prayers and Endeavours with his, for 


that End. In order hereunto, - 85 
1. Bx willing to be made acquainted with the 
whole Counſel of Gop. Be willing, if you would 


have a full Bleſſing, to receive a full Goſpel. Let 


every one of you from the Heart ſay to your Mi- 
niſter what the Jeus ſaid to Moſes that eminent 
Servant of Gop, Go thou near, and hear all that the Deut. v. 27. 
Lord our God ſhall ſay, and ſpeak, thou unto us, all | 
that the Lord our God ſhall ſpeak, unto thee 5 and we 
will hear it and do it. As you love your Souls, 
welcome all the Mind and Will of Gop right, ac- 


cept whatever Gop offers, or expect no goc 


from him. They that will hear of nothing but 
the Promiſes, have Intereſt in nothing that I know 


of but the Threatnings. EP Me 
Tax that are obſtinately partial in Gov's 


Law, ſhall have no benefit by his Goſpel. 
2. Do what is in your Power to encourage your 


Minifter to be wholly in the ſtudy of your Spiri- 
tual Welfare. Let your Chriſtian. Gener 


render his Mind diſencumber'd, and free to bend 
its whole Force to promote your Edification. 


Bxsrpxs, that you are expreſſy commanded to 
do this by the Law of CHRIST, you have brought 


| your ſelves under the Obligation of an expreſs 


romiſe under your Hands ſo to do; which there- 
2 Truth and Faithfulneſs you muſt 

perform. „„ | ene 
3. LABOR conſtantly to live ſuitably to the 


holy Doctrine, turn your Knowled ge into Practice, 


ever remembring _=_ are happy in your Know- 
_ of divine Things, only if yon do t hem. 

ow may you all ſo do your reſpective Duties, 
that the Miniſter and People may rejoice together 


in the Day of Cuntsr, 
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Caron Pesch d. the Been of Mr. a : 

Clark, in St, Albans, Sept. 147. 1712. By JoHN 

Surry, Miniſter of the Goſpel ; with Mr. Clark's Con- 
6 Faith; the Queſtions, and his Anſwers on 


4 Thee Occaſion; and the Exhortation to him it the Cloſe. 


* Mr. HENRY. The ſaid Queſtions, with A PRTRAcR, 

the Met hod and Solemmnity of Frecbyteriann 5 

Dax: hr Haus, D. D. Price 1. : 
75 n at the Ordination of Mr; Tln, Fi ;ſher; at 

* ftle-Heatlingham, Eſſex. By S. Bux, V. D. M. With 

N. Fiſber”s Confeſſion of Faith, Sc. and Mr. Cook's 


| Exhorrati ion on that Occaſion, Price 6 d. 


The Holy Seed; or, the Life of Mr, Then as Beard, a 
Vrote by imſelf; with ſoine.- Account of his Death, 


Sept. 5 1710. ſoon after he had compleated the 17th 


Year of his Age, with his Funeral Sermon. By Foſeph 


Porter; With, a 1228 by Mr. Matth. Henry. The * ; 
e 


5 Edition enlarg! fe: .1-5..,-.. 
A Difcourſe directing to a ici Enqui w ether or 
no we truly Love God, By the late Reyprend Mr, ohn 


Howe, Price 24, or 100 for. 12 Wilinge 
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BOOK 8 Publiſhed by STRrokLAnD Gove; 
Miniſter in Briſtol ; and Sold by nam 
PENN, een there, 


8 E R M 0 N S on EfeQual Calling, and the Im- 


portant Subjects, tanding to promote Practical Re- 


| ligion. 


* Diſcourſe occaſi oned by the, Small. Por and Plague, 
now reigning in Europe. 255 
A, Sermon preach'd at the Publick Ordiaation of 
Mr. Feſeph Denham, at Glouceſter December 8.17 7 
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